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A vast storehouse of information exists on nearly every subject of concern to highway
administrators and engineers. Much of this information has resulted from both research
and the successful application of solutions to the problems faced by practitioners in their
daily work. Because previously there has been no systematic means for compiling such
useful information and making it available to the entire community, the American As-
sociation of State Highway and Transportation Officials has, through the mechanism of
the National Cooperative Highway Research Program, authorized the Transportation
Research Board to undertake a continuing project to search out and synthesize useful
knowledge from all available sources and to prepare documented reports on current
practices in the subject areas of concern.

This synthesis series reports on various practices, making specific recommendations
where appropriate but without the detailed directions usually found in handbooks or de-
sign manuals. Nonetheless, these documents can serve similar purposes, for each is a
compendium of the best knowledge available on those measures found to be the most
successful in resolving specific problems. The extent to which these reports are useful
will be tempered by the user’s knowledge and experience in the particular problem area.

This synthesis report will be of interest to state highway design engineers and struc-
tural engineers, as well as environmental and historic preservation personnel in trans-
portation agencies. It will also be of interest to state historic preservation offices, federal
historic preservation agencies, and engineering preservation consultants. It describes the
current state of the practice and experience of state and local transportation agencies
dealing with the preservation of historic bridges in their jurisdictions. Information for
the synthesis was collected by surveying U.S. state and federal transportation agencies
and by conducting a literature search. The synthesis is intended to compliment NCHRP
Synthesis 101: Historic Bridges—Ceriteria for Decision Making published in 1983, and
draws on that work by reference.

Administrators, eidgin'eers, and researchers are continually faced with highway prob-
lems on which much information exists, either in the form of reports or in terms of un-
documented experience and practice. Unfortunately, this information often is scattered
and unevaluated and, as a consequence, in seeking solutions, full information on what
has been learned about a problem frequently is not assembled. Costly research findings
may go unused, valuable experience may be overlooked, and full consideration may not
be given to available practices for solving or alleviating the problem. In an effort to cor-
rect this situation, a continuing NCHRP project, carried out by the Transportation Re-
search Board as the research agency, has the objective of reporting on common highway
problems and synthesizing available information. The synthesis reports from this en-
deavor constitute an NCHRP publication series in which various forms of relevant in-
formation are assembled into single, concise documents pertaining to specific highway
problems or sets of closely related problems.

This report of the Transportation Research Board provides information on the poli-
cies, decision criteria (or models), and administrative practices used to determine which
historic bridges to preserve and the specific preservation option to be employed with



each. It also emphasizes the experience of highway agencies in administering these po-
lices and practices, describes a number of successful examples, and identifies some unre-
solved issues. Several case studies are included to highlight the differences between the
policies and practices of state transportation agencies and preservation agencies.

To develop this synthesis in a comprehensive manner and to ensure inclusion of
significant knowledge, the Board analyzed available information assembled from nu-
merous sources, including a large number of state highway and transportation depart-
ments. A topic panel of experts in the subject area was established to guide the research
in organizing and evaluating the collected data, and to review the final synthesis report.

This synthesis is an immediately useful document that records the practices that were
acceptable within the limitations of the knowledge available at the time of its prepara-
tion. As the processes of advancement continue, new knowledge can be expected to be
added to that now at hand.



